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Great is the TRUTH, and frronger than ail things. 








a 
ESD. 
———S— es 























ee ee 








. From a Vermont News-Paper. 
“¢ That thou mayeft walk in the weys of good men, and keep the paths 
of the righteous.” 


S Byproigl thou mayeft walk in 
the ways of good men! A 
phrafe implying a condition, and 
which naturally from the con- 
text, “© When wifdom entereth 
into thine heart, and knowledge 
is pleafant unto thy foul; dif- 
cretion fhall preferve thee, un- 
derftanding fhall keep thee :”’— 
Why? For what? ‘“ That 
thou mayeft walk in the ways 
of good men, and keep the paths 
of the righteous.” 

Were not men very ingenious 
in framing excufes for their fol- 
ly in their purfuit of deftru&ion, 
it would feem not alittle ftrange, 
that religion, which was defign- 
ed as the great inftrument of 
happinefs, Thould be a difcour- 
agement, or damp to our endea- 
vors in the praétice of it. The 
end and {cope of religion is to 
advance the happinefs of man, 
and to advance it in a method 
confiftent with the principles 
which God has implanted in 
him. Who can afk life and fal- 
vation on more favorable terms 
than are offered in the gofpel ? 
And can fallen apoftate creatures 
expe& reconciliation but upon 
fuch terms? ‘‘ The whole need 
not a phyfician,” nor, we may 
add, the righteous fuch terms of 


N 


peace and falvation. But where 
is a righteous man to be found ? 
All have finned—all have gone 
out of the way—all,'in many 
things have offended. Hence the 
neceffity of a favior—hence the 
neceffity of atonement and re- 
conciliation—and hence the ne- 
ceffity of duty, obedience and 
fubmiffion on the creatures part. 
But truth, duty, and the like, 
are ftraight lines.——‘* He that 
keepeth the law” mas Solomon 
‘* happy is he:’’ ‘* Great peace 
have they who love the law,” 
fays the pfalmiit ‘* and nothing 
fhall offend them.” The beit 
way to ferve Gop is to keep his 
commandments: Indeed with- 
out this, aur devotion is no bet- 
ter than Pharifaical pretence— 
invoking God as we cajole men. 
In this way Solomon’s wor's 
prove true, ‘‘ The prayers of the 
wicked are an abomination to 
the Lord.” It is not a pious 
{nuffle or a fan@imenious phiz, 
that prepares the foul for hea- 
ven. Things muft be kept in 
th@® proper order. In an or- 
dinary courfe, the mind muft be 
civilized before it can be chrif- 
tianized. - While our affections 
are unfubdued, while they are 
indulged to rove at large» and 
tranigrefs 
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tranfgtefs the bounds preferibed 
by reafon and the light of nature 
—and’ ** for a pretence make 
Jong prayers,’’—well may they 
appear abominable to a) holy 
God, and ferve to enhance our 
greater condemnation. It isa 


3 Religious Seéts. 


fteady, firm and fixed inclina- 


tion, as well as a ftraight courfe, 
that leads to heaven. Not one 
only, but many means are ne- 
cefiary to: make progrefs inthe 
divine life. 
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RELIGIOUS SECTS.—Continued from page 92. 


Ii. That the fériptures are 
not to be efteemed the principal 
ground of all truth and know- 
ledge ; nor yet the primary rule 
of taith and manners ;' neverthe- 
lefs, becaufe they give a true 

and faithful teftimony of the firit 
foundation, they are and may be 
efteemed a fecondary rule fubor- 
dinate to the fpirit, from whom 
they have all their excellence. 

III.. That immediate’ revela- 
tion is not ceafed, a meafure of 
the [pirit being given to every one. 

LV. That by the light or gift 

ef God all {piritual knowledge 
is received, thofe who have this 
gift ought to preach, ‘tho with- 
eut human commiffion or Hte- 
ratlire ; and as they have freely 
received this holy gitt, fo ought 
they freely to give it: and that 
amy one of a fober lif e, /without 
diftinGtion of féx, is allowed to 
preach, when movedd by the f{pi- 
rit. 

V. That all true and accept- 
able worfhip’to God is offered 
by the zmward and immediate mo- 
ving of his forrit. 

VI. That water bapiifm, and 
the Lord’s fupper, were ony 
commiunded for a time. 

The moral do&rines of ‘the 
«quaker are chiefly comprehend- 
ed'in the following precepts :— 

1. That it is not iawful to 
give to men fuch flattering titles 


as, your grace, your lordfhip, 
your honor, &c. nor ufe thofe 
flattering words commonly cal- 
led compliments. 

2. That it is not lawful for 


chriftians to kneel or proftrate’ 


themfelves to any man, or to 


bow the body; or to uncover the 
head to them: | 


That it is not lawful for 

a chriftian to ufe fuch fuperflu- 

ities in aparel, as are of no ufe, 
fave for ornament and vanity. 

4. That'it is not lawful te 

ufe games, fports or plays among 

chriftians, under the notion of 


recreations, which do not agrec _ 


with chriftian gravity and fobri- 
ety ; for laughing, fporting, ga- 
ming, ‘mocking, jefting, vain 
talking, &c. ‘are ‘not chriftian 
liberty, nor harmlefs mirth. 

5. That it is not-lawfal for 
chriftians to fwear at 2lPwndér 
the gofpel, not only vainly, and 
in their “Common difeourfe, 


which was alfo forbidden under’ 


the law, but even not ‘in judg- 
ment before the magiltrate: 

6. That it isnot lawful for 
chriftians to refit evil, orto 
war, or to fight in-any cafe. 

Chrift reproved Peter for the 
ufe of the fword, and commands 
us to love our enemies ; but war 
on the contraty, fay the Quak- 
ers, teacheth us to hate and de- 
{trey them. 

MARANATHA. 
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MARANATHA. 
(No. IIL. Céntinued from page 96 and concluded.) 
) How aftonfhing is the force of prejudice ih warping the judgments 


of Men! 

WE have proclaimed, as a 
nation, that ‘* All men are equal, 
that no one has a right to. op- 
prefs, or ufurp authority over 
another 4 yet America, ftill re- 
tains the fuffering. brother,” let 
the principles we have declared 
be for your. witnefles at the ap- 
proaching day, that we have faid 


) you are free,yet hold yon as flaves. 


; 


The voice of thy tears mingled 
with blood has already reached 
heaven! Thy oppreffed brethren 
in fome parts ot the world, have 
feen their chains broken on the 
heads of thofe tyrants who re- 
tufed to let them go free. 

_ If the benevolent fyftem of 
Jefus, which isy. ‘* Whatfoever 
ye would that men. fhould do to 
you, do ye even foto them: for 
this the Law andthe Prophets,’ 
could but influence us in deed 
and in truth, we fhould liberate 
them ; and caufe thefe flaves to 
take the ‘‘ harp from off the wil- 
low, and fhake the air with notes 
of gofpel libertyy’? . But alas ! 
poor negroes muft,continue in 
flavery, if ‘‘ the deftroyers of all 
religion’’ do not come and_ free 
them! Do ye hear this, O A- 
snericans ? You were the firft 
‘in proclaiming the rightsof man, 


# will you be the Jaft. in granting 


them? Chriftian *¢ citizens, my 
foul. fhrinks from .herfelf, and 
ftartles at the name of Africa ! 
Where we have heaped crime on 
crime | Where we have excited 


' murders, robberies, and. burn- 


‘|, ings, that we might.punith them 


\and their innocent polteyity. in 
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our own !and with endlefs shope- 
lefs flavery—Declaration of in- 

dependence! where art thou now: 
Deft thou thup thy own light, 
or doft thou retire to weep, while 


thy votaries 

Drive on their fordid traffic, gage & fpan 
And buy the mufcles &the bones of man ; 
Deal in the blood of innocence, & plead 
Expedievce as warrant for the deed.” 


‘¢ And thou religion ! how art 
thou employed ? Art.thou forg- 
ing creeds, and fyftemsto enflave 
the mind, when thou fhouldeft 
be loofing the chains that enflave 
the body?» Arife, fhine; thy 
light is Preach deliver- 
ance to the captive, break every 
yoke, and command men that 
they let the oppreffed go free.’ 

Our preachers are not afraid 
to paint the errors of the Weft- 
india planter in the blacke(t ter- 
tors, for holding ‘ 500 fellow 
men, in ignominious bondage for 
life, -becaufe he chanced to have 
money enough to pay the meree- 
naty flave-trader for them,’’ but 
they dake not fay one loud word. 
againit ‘\the moft exalted cha- 
rater inthuman form’’ for hold- 
ing three times as many flaves ! 
becaufe he is ‘* Lov’d as a fath- 
er—as a God apor’p.”’ 

Will gréat men always go un- 
punithed, becaufe they can fay 
to their fervants do this, and-do 
that, anditisdone? or will they 
not be firipped of adoration andbe 
accountabi¢ as men to the great 
Judge of all,..at his appearing ? 

What is religion? “Is ita 
fomething that men may keep 
without care and lofe without 

hajury ? 
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ers; they mult weed and water, 
and defend it themfelves againft 
infidelity ; birelings may-deftroy 
it by carelefinefs, by accidents, 
or: by defigns, becaufe they are 
hirelings: And if it once with- 
ers, it is difficult to be reftored.”’ 

‘“< Children, we of maturer 
age, are fo far from thinking 
that we are the men, and that 
wifdom will die with ws, that 
we look on our knowledge as 
mete foliy, compared with what 
you will know. We were born 
at the clofe of a leng night of 
ignorance; at the dawn, we 
hope, of a new era in the hif- 
tory of mankind ; but you will 


fee the BROAD DAY-LIGHT.— 


What it will reveal we know 


not. Moft probably, the preju- 
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picture.” You will then blufh 
to be told your parents enflaved: 


thoufands of the poor Ethiopians * 


and retained them in vaflalage, 
under a republican government. 
*¢ You will alfo remember with 
horror and_ indignation, that 
there was a time/when men,” 


chriftian men of one nation, and « «| 
different nations ufed to meet in ¢ 
large fields, and made it lawful, \ 


yea compelled brothers ‘to fhed 
each others blood,” to fupprrt 


gracious tithes;—and you will / 
rank fuch fcenes foremoft inthe * 


catalogue of crimes, and their 


vabettors amongtt the worlt ene- 
mies of the human race, when 


you know ‘thefe accurfed deeds 
were done by enlightened chrif- 
tian Republicans. 


V. 


{ Being occafional extraéts from Henry's ** Method of Prayer.” | 


Of the Fitth and laft Part. 
LOOK with compafflion 
upon the world that lies in 

wickednefs, and a prince 
of this world be caff out, that 
has blinded their minds. 

Walk in the midft of thy 
churches, and purge away their 
drofs. 

Create peace to thofe that are 
afar off, as well as to. thofe who 
are nigh. 

Our heart’s defire and prayer 
to God for the Gofpel Ifrael, is 
that it may be faved. 


Lord, let the man of fin be 
confumed with the fpirit of thy 


mouth, and deftroyed with the | 


brightnefs of thy coming. 

Let Babylon the great fall, & 
fink like a miil-ftone into the 
fea, that fhe may be found no 
more ; let the kings of the earth 
who have committed fornication 
with her, and the inhabitants of 
the earth who have been made 
drunk with the wine of her for- 
nication drink of her bitter cup. 
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injury ? Nochriitians. Religion dices, the fhort fightednefs, and aa j 
is a tender plant, that wantsthe crooked policy of your anceftors, / % 
conitant vigilance of allitsown- will conftitute the fhade of the” © 
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Awake,awake, put on ftrength, ¢ i 

O arm of the Lord; awake as ¢ — 








Ovxeachtranfgreiforsthy ways, in the ancient days, as in the ge- | 
& let finners be convertedtothee. nerations of old, and make the ¢ 

Let pure religion & undefiled depths of the fea a way for the/ 
betore God & the Father florifh. ranfomed of theLord to pafs every 
Let the Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift be with us. AMEN. | 
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Method of keeping Death in view. 


For the Religicus Menitor, &c. 


Mefirs. PrinTERs, 


Reading an old Moffachufets Magazine, or Monthly Mufeum, for | 


Auguft 1789, I found the following letter from a young Lady to one 
of her acquaintance, containing an account of the extraordinary me- 
thed which a young Gentleman took for keeping bis own death con- 


frantly in view .—ViZ.—— 
Dear Mira, 
OU well know T have of- 
ten prefled Siderio to give 
me a. view of the fecret room 
you and I have obferved him to 
retire to fo conftantly, evening 
and morning, during our refi- 
dence at Clindon-Houfe. I am 
now returned again to the de- 


4 Fightful fpot on a vifit of amonth 


to Siderio’s fifter : and ever fince 
my arrival I have been plaguing 
him with the old requeft. He 
ways refitted my importunity, 
and put me off with fome tri- 


. Ring excufe, till laft night: he 


had been talking to me on feve- 
ral grave fubjeQs—lI in my ufu- 
al manner, rallied him on a gra- 
vity fo unbecoming his years and 
rank in life; but he with the 
perfuafive eloquence he is fo 


f@uch matter of, attempted to 


convince me that a ferious air is 
much more becoming than the 
thoughtlefs flippant one of a mo- 
dern fine gentleman. 

After talking fome time, he 
bro’t me to a fubje& he knows 
I think very little of—-pEATH. 


_ _ He talked upon the fubjet with 


allthe gravity of a philofopher, 
and then taking my hand between 


» hishhe preffed it with that grace- 


ful freedom you know is fo na- 
tural to him, and Jooking atten- 
tively at mic, faid, ‘‘ The lovely 
Afphelia krows very well the one 
day muftlic, yet how little the 
think of that period which will 
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put an end to all thofe perfonal 
charms fhe now poffeffes! The 
time will come when thofe bright 
eyes which now fparkle with fo 
engaging a radiance, that they 
captivate every beholder, will 
lofe their fplendor in the gloomy 
regions of the dead. That love- 
ly face, and engaging perfon, 
which now can fcarcely be 
matched for beauty, will one 
day be a prey todeath: corrup- 
tion fhall deftroy their charms, 
and moulder them into duft!— 
Why then fhould Afphelia give 
ali her attention to this corrup- 
tible part, and neglect fo much 
that incorruptible part, her foul, 
which is doomed to live fore- 
ver ?” JT could make no anfwer 
to fo home a queftion. Obfer- 
ving my filence, he continued, 
«<The generality of the youth of 
the prefent age, think more of 
enjoying the prefent moment, 
than they do\of preparing them- 
{elves for that eternity which is 
to come; but ¥ (fince the death 


of my brother, who was carried, 


off fo fuddenly) have refolved, 
that death ‘hall not ‘come 
upon me unexpedtedly 5 for\T 
make that awful period aidyfq® 
turity, the principal fubjeéts of 
my thoughts. I am fatisfied L 
fhould not now look upon his 
arrival as premature, on the cori- 






trary I fhould welcome the kind 
metienger, who comes to fet me. 
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and give me liberty i in the realms 
of happinefs. That the gaict 
which ou me may not 
» tempt: me to forzet that | am 
mortal, Uhave h: of recourfe to a 
precaution, that in fpite of the 
bewitching allurements of ‘the 
world, keeps mec anftantly in 
taind of death: if youwill give 
me Isave to attend .yow into the 
rivaie room. you have fo. often 


withed:to fee, Iwill explain 


myfelr.” I offered. my hand, 

and he couduGel me well p' ea- 
{ej to fee this fecret place. 
firt door opened, not as,f ex- 


pets 2d into a room, but into a 
saz gallery, at the endef which 
there was aagther door, but be- 


fore Siderto opened it he defired 
¥ would not be furprized, if I 


{aw any extraordinary fight. I 
anfwered I could de epe erat on his 
honar, and had no fear. He then 
opeesd tie door; but what was 
ray afkoni-Ameat at the fight I 
nveld-—a very large dark room, 
enlig’vened + oaly “by a feeble 
lichmer cf feveral {mall/lan nps 
that. fpread horror over a2 con- 
tents. of this difimal pzace.. the 
room was lined withiblack, and 
{urrounded with coffins and én 
figns of death : byt recolle Eittg 
myfelf & éntered’n with hins~ 
he fhut the daor, and then fad, 
6 Now Alp! rclia your curiofty 
is. gpatified, you fee here the fe- 
Br room. you. have fo often 
mee d to.fee.. Here'} rcfort, 
Srning aad evening, to think 
on death, cad off:r up.my de- 
vations tothe great Creator. —> 
"Eas folemniry of the place keeps 
out abl thongits of the world; 
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Method of keeping Death in view. 


to thofe fcenes of permanent de- 
licht whic ma T make nodowbt my. 
foul will one da Ly enjoy. Every 


obje& you fee ‘is calculated to. 


campofe the mind into thought. 
fulnefs :——thefe cofGns contain 


the remains of my anceltors, for* 


many ages back : I had them 
removed privately from the fa- 
mily vault to affilt me in my'me- 


-ditations; that one coveredwith °§ 
lack velvet pall contains - § 


the 
the body af my beloved brother = 


his fudden death reminds me Some 


uncertain life is, and teaches me 
to live. fo as to be always really 


to refign it: the fight of the Gof. — 
fin peas a more aie ing te Sure 


on the, brevity of humafi life, 
than the malt aN ent Divine 


could—it {peaks t » the haath 
evie 


there is no ie ng fuch 
dence... The sees. OL See 
are all upon tabs: ts fuitable to 
the place : here 3s one done by 
an eminent hand, repre(enting 
the Day of Judgment. Nothing 


Can more effectuaily remind me 


of the account [am to render 
of all my aétions on the great» 


day of dread decifion and defpair. 
That I may be peepatas for the 
folemn. reckoning, I make ita 
rule every night te revo! vein ay 
mind the ations of thdypteced- 
ing day, and note them down. in: 
that fimall beok lying va my bro- 
ther’scofin. Oh! tp relia, how 
deplorable is the condition, \of 
thofe.foolifh GRY who never 
thin of deata ull he arrivesg if 
is then too late to repent, the 
gtizly tyram:wiil not [tay any 
longer, but gives the facil {troke 
and fends them utacepared to 
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